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The civilian Spanish hang on grimly to their territory
and to Madrid, spoiling the triumphal 'curtain* which
should have been rung down on the Spanish tragedy.

There is a significant contrast between the Duce's
succession of diplomatic victories, won at the expense
of the great democratic Powers, and his rather feeble
military achievements against third-rate opponents. His
friends in England have tried to minimize this difference
by portraying his successive opponents as men so savage
and brutal that they are formidable even when unarmed,
and fit only for mass destruction. The efforts of these
propagandists have been partly successful because they
ease the conscience of the British public, which has
still a sneaking feeling that possibly they are responsible
for the plight of Ethiopians and republican Spaniards.
We are sometimes apt to forget Button's definition
of the cat, that wicked and vindictive animal which
defends itself when, attacked. There has recently been
no close season for such dangerous game.

The moral of the last few years has been that Italy
is relatively ineffective when opposed by a united and
determined people. Signor Mussolini's triumphs have
been won at the expense of countries which were neither
united nor determined. All through this unhappy period
- he has been able to rely upon sufiBcient support inside
England to be certain that the policy of the British
Government would be vacillating, dishonest, and tor-
tuous. If the new Roman Empire develops into an
organism, strong enough to hold our country in pawn,
and so situated that all our present re-armament will
be futile, then Signor Mussolini should raise a new altar
to Janus, and offer his daily thanksgiving to those men
and women in England whose divided loyalties made
his gamble a success.